
 

 

March Women’s History Month Highlights 2021 

Since the early 1980’s March has been designated in the United States as Women’s History 

Month. During this month FCS is honoring the contributions women have made to our nation 

and recognizing the specific achievements women have made over the course of American 

history in a variety of fields.  

The Georgia Standards of Excellence for Social Studies integrates the history of women 

throughout the school year, K-12. However, we know that there is always room for 

improvement. As part of FCS’ Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Plan, we are collecting information 

on school diversity activities and plan to provide additional diversity resources for national 

commemorative months and all school days beyond the one month. Women’s history is 

American history. But acknowledging all our dimensions of diversity, even if it’s a small gesture, 

gives us a chance to be intentional about learning that history.  

This list below highlights women in a variety of areas and fields. Some of the names will be 

known to most who read this list; other names are less well known. Regardless of their fame, 

we celebrate the efforts of all and look forward to adding more in the future. Have 

recommendations? Contact dpeguero@forsyth.k12.ga.us  

 

Week #1  

1. Christina Koch and Jessica Meir- March is Women’s History month. Today we recognize two 

women who made history by reaching a NASA milestone when they became the first all 

female spacewalk on 10/18/19. Astronauts Christina Koch and Jessica Meir were tasked with 

replacing a power controller, they ventured out of the International Space Station and 

successfully completed their mission. Picture of this historic moment here 

https://www.nasa.gov/image-feature/astronauts-jessica-meir-and-christina-koch-pictured-

during-a-spacewalk  #WomenHistoryMonth  

 

2. Claudette Colvin-  Sixty-six years ago today, there was a brave teenage girl named Claudette 

Colvin, who nine months before Rosa Parks would be known for doing the same, refused to 

give up her seat on her bus ride home from high school, on March 2, 1955. Today we 

recognize her actions as an inspiration for the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Read more about 
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this pioneer here Before Rosa Parks, There Was Claudette Colvin : NPR 

#WomenHistoryMonth 

 

 

3. Ellen Ochoa- For Women’s History Month, today we recognize Ellen Ochoa, former Engineer 

and President of Johnson Space Center, and the first Hispanic Astronaut who went into 

space, on a nine day space mission on the Space Shuttle Discovery. Read more about her 

groundbreaking career here 

https://www.nasa.gov/centers/johnson/about/people/orgs/bios/ochoa.html 

#WomenHistoryMonth  

 

 

4. Ava DuVernay- Today for Women’s History Month we celebrate Award winning Director, 

Producer, and a Screenwriter Ava DuVerany. She is the first Black woman to win the best 

feature directing award in Sundance 2012 and the first Black woman to get a Best Director 

Golden Globe nomination. Read more about Ms. DuVernay extraordinary career here  

https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/ava-duvernay 

#WomenHistoryMonth  

 

5. Elizabeth Blackwell- To conclude the first week of Women’s History Month we recognize 

Elizabeth Blackwell first woman in the United States awarded a medical degree from Geneva 

College in New York. Ms. Blackwell founded a medical college for women in her efforts to 

champion women participate in the medical profession. Read more here 

https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/elizabeth-blackwell 

#WomenHistoryMonth  

 

 Week #2 

6. Jane Addams- Week#2 of our Women’s History Month, For Women’s History Month, today 

we recognize Jane Addams, the first American woman to be awarded the Noble Peace Prize 

for her social work legacy and pacifism in serving the poor in urban Chicago. Visit Jane 

Addams Hill-House Museum https://www.hullhousemuseum.org/overview 

#WomenHistoryMonth   

 

 

7. Kalpana Chawla- Today for Women’s History Month we recognize Kalpana Chawla, as a child 

Kalpana’s dream was to become an astronaut, in 1997 she made that happen, making 252 

orbits of the Earth in just over two weeks as part  of the Columbia crew on the flight STA-87. 

She became the first Indian-American woman and second Indian person to go into space. 

Read about her NASA Biographical legacy here. 

https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/chawla_kalpana.pdf 

#WomenHistoryMonth  
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8. Tammy Duckworth- Today for Women’s History we recognize Tammy Duckworth, the first 

Asian-American woman elected to Congress in Illinois, the first woman with a disability to be 

elected to Congress, the first female double amputee in Senate she lost both legs while 

serving as a helicopter pilot in the Iraq War. Read more about Ms. Duckworth’s here 

https://www.biography.com/political-figure/tammy-duckworth #WomenHistoryMonth 

 

9. Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett- Meet the 34-year-old Scientist who lead the research for the COVID-

19 vaccine Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett. Dr. Corbett is a scientist and researcher at the National 

Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases at the National Institutes of Health. Watch this 

video of Dr. Kizzmekia talk about the process here https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-

19-vaccine-development-kizzmekia-corbett/ #WomenHistoryMonth  

 

 

10. Edith Clark- To conclude the second week of Women’s History Month we recognize Edith 

Clark who earned many first in the field of Electric Engineering.  Watch this short video on 

her contributions in field of Electric Engineering. 

https://www.womenshistory.org/resources/video/womens-history-minute-edith-clarke 

#WomenHistoryMonth  

 

Week#3 

11. Selma Burke- Week #3 of Women’s History Month and today we recognize Selma Burke, a 

dedicated art teacher who most notable work of art ranges from her design of President 

Franklin Roosevelt on the American coin to art sculptors that could be seen in the White 

House today  https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/selma-

burke #WomenHistoryMonth  

 

12. Justice Sandra Day O’Connor Today for Women’s History Month we celebrate the first  

female Supreme Court justice appointed by President Ronald Reagan in 1981 she served until 

2006. Learn more here https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/oconnor-nominated-to-

supreme-court #WomenHistoryMonth 

 

      

13. LaDonna Harris-  For Womens’s History Month we celebrate, LaDonna Harris, a Native 

American activist and member of the Comanche tribe. She is the founder and president of 

Americans for Indian Opportunity and served on the National Indian Opportunities Council as 

President Lyndon B. Johnson’s appointee. Harris was also an honorary co-chair for the 

Women’s March on Washington. Read more about her contributions to the world of activism 

here https://www.civilandhumanrights.org/fw-ladonna-harris/ #WomenHistoryMonth  

 

14. Sojourner Truth- Today for Women’s History we recognize Ms. Truth who escaped slavery, 

became an Abolitionist and women’s rights activists best known for her speech on racial 

inequalities, “Ain’t I am Woman?” delivered at the Ohio Women’s Rights Convention in 1851. 

Read her speech here. https://www.nps.gov/articles/sojourner-
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truth.htm#:~:text=At%20the%201851%20Women's%20Rights,and%20after%20the%20Civil%

20War. #WomenHistoryMonth 

 

 

15. Laura Cornelius Kellogg- Today we conclude our third week of Women’s History Month by 

recognizing Laura Cornelius Kellogg, who was an Oneida Activist, Author, and Policy 

Reformer, and she was one of the founding members of the Society of American Indians (SAI) 

in 1911. SAI was the first National Indian American rights organization run by and for 

American Indians. Read more about here https://www.si.edu/object/siris_sil_1037518 

#WomenHistoryMonth 

 

Week#4 

 

16. Clara Barton- Week#4 of Women’s History Month today we acknowledge Clara Barton the 

founder and President of the American Red Cross. Barton was a nurse during the Civil War for 

the Union Army. Read more here https://www.redcross.org/about-us/who-we-

are/history/clara-barton.html #WomenHistoryMonth  

 

17. Maya Angelo- Today we recognize Activist, Poet, Author, Dancer, Singer, and Scholar Maya 

Angelo. Ms. Angelo with all her talents has became an legendary figure with her literary 

works of art. Watch Ms. Angelo perform her poem “Still I Rise” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzQtGCw49uc #WomenHistotyMonth  

 

18. Betty Friedman- Today we recognize Journalist, Activist, and Co-Founder, National 

Organization for Women. Ms. Friedman most notable work is her book The Feminism 

Mystique, that brought widespread attention to gender inequality. Read more here 

https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/betty-friedan 

#WomenHistoryMonth  

 

19. Melinda Gates- Today we recognize Tech Savvy Businesswoman and Co-Chair of the world’s 

largest private charitable organization in the world, Melinda Gates. The Melinda and Bill 

Gates Foundation has donated over 50 Billion in charitable funds from inception. Mrs. Gates 

has been a voice for women equality. In 2019 she wrote and published a book The Moment 

of Life: How Empowering Women Changes the World. Learn more here 

https://www.npr.org/2019/04/23/716066240/the-moment-of-lift-is-more-of-a-whisper-

than-a-call-to-action #WomenHistoryMonth  

 

20. Tarana Burke- Today we conclude the fourth week of Women’s History Month by recognizing 

Activists, Community Organizer, and Executive, Tarana Burke known as the founder of the 

“Me Too” group that became the hashtag #MeToo, a symbol of standing in solidarity with 

survivors of sexual assault. Activist Tarana Burke was Time’s magazine’s person of the year in 
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2017. Learn more https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/tarana-

burke #WomenHisotryMonth  

 

Week#5 

 

21. Dorothea Dix- Today marks the last Week#5  and the last week of Women’s History Month 

and we recognize Dorothea Dix. Ms. Dix became international known for her work on prison 

and asylum reform, She was the Leader of the Union Nurses during the Civil War. It was 

known that she traveled alone around the country inspecting jail houses, prisons, jails, and 

almhouses. Read more on how Ms. Dix efforts changed the conditions in these institutions 

for the better https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/dorothea-

dix #WomenHistoryMonth  

 

22. Ella Firtzgerald- To conclude the last day of Women’s History Month we celebrate the 

woman dubbed “The First Lady of Song”, Ms. Ella Fitzgerald known as the most popular jazz 

singer in the United States for more than half a century. She has won 13 Grammys and sold 

over 40 million albums. Let’s end of this month with one of her classics, listen here, I got 

Rhythm, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSTkz1BvrXY #WomenHistoryMonth  
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